NEW YORK.
To judge from the accounts of recent writers on otology, and from my own experience, cases of syphilitic disease of the ear are quite rare. Thus, upon searching through my records of cases from March, 1870 , to the present time, I find that I have seen only 30 cases of disease of the ear in which the functional or organic disturbances could fairly be attributed to syphilis.
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These figures, however, must not be accepted as furnishing a correct measure of the share which syphilis takes in the production of diseases of the ear.
I have no doubt that the percentage is in reality much larger, but the difficulty of recognizing the syphilitic element in the case, and the habitual practice of such patients to conceal the fact of their having contracted this disease, render it an easy matter for the physician to err in his diagnosis and to overlook many cases which really belong under the head of syphilis. The scantiness of the material, however, is not the only thing which makes it difficult for the physician to gain a satisfactory knowledge of syphilis as it affects the ear. Infirmary patients, who supply the chief quota of cases of aural syphilis, visit the institution as a rule only once or twice. They are very apt, also, not to seek relief until the affection has made decided progress. One can readily appreciate, therefore, how fragmentary and disconnected the observations made upon this sort of material must be. Then, too, the records themselves are often very imperfect. With a single assistant and sometimes a large number of impatient patients, it is not an easy matter to record all those points which should be recorded. At 
